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According to a report released Aug. 16 by a public employee union (Asociacion de Trabajadores
del Estado-ATE), 777,000 people in a labor force of 13 million are unemployed, for a rate of 6%.
Underemployed workers number 1,023,524, and "precariously employed," 2.119 million. The latter
are defined as individuals with steady jobs, low pay, and the absence of or insufficient benefits
(mainly health care) for self and dependents. Next, the ATE report pointed out that employees as a
proportion of the work force dropped from 75% in 1974 to 69.9% in 1991. At present, 3 million people
are employed in the services sector; 1.3 million in commerce; 1.5 million in manufacturing; and,
525,000 in construction. On Aug. 19, the official statistics agency (Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
y Censos-INDEC) reported that the nation's unemployment rate remained unchanged, at 6.9%,
between June 1991 and May 1992. Underemployment declined slightly from 8.6% to 8.3%. During
the 12-month period, 140,000 new jobs were created, but labor force expansion new entrants
outpaced employment opportunities. Unemployment increased from 6.3% to 6.6% during the period
in question. The largest decline in the unemployment rate was recorded for the Santa Fe and Santo
Tome survey areas (both located in Santa Fe province), from 14.5% in May 1991 to 9.5% in June this
year. Underemployment dropped from 12.5% to 12.2%. INDEC's unemployment statistics are based
on surveys in 25 broadly defined locales, home to 70% of the labor force. (Source: Agence FrancePresse, 08/16/92, 08/19/92)
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